Subscribe  Place An Ad Jobs Cars Real Estate Rentals Foreclosures More Classifieds
Perfect Bracket Wins
os Angeles Times  ravel e
- it might be you...
LOCAL NATION WORLD BUSINESS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIVING RIZA\YSE OPINION MORE Search | co |
CALIFORNIA HAWAII MEXICO LAS VEGAS EUROPE TRAVEL & DEAL BLOG DESTINATIONS
Bl print 1E-mail A Add to My Trips
Travel = =
EUROPE | ITALY| ROME Dai |y Travel & Deal R
Hawaii A more intimate look at Vatican art & the Sistine Chapel Earthquake travel update: State Department advises
California In the Holy See, exclusive night tours permit a visitor to actually contemplate the palace's breathtaking U.S. citizens to avoid nonessential travel to Chile;
Las Vegas sights. airlines waive fees
Southern California In the wake of the magnitude 8.8 earthquake that shook
San Diego Chile on Saturday, a U.S. State Depa..
. Read more »
San Francisco
Palm Springs Vatican City
Southwest »
East Coast Walk through the Vatican at night and you can hear your footsteps GEtaway’ L.A. SICN U
South on the marble floors, echoing down the centuries, along corridors Taking restless Southern California
Mexico where great artists once trod, through the opulent apartments on vacation
Canada where popes plOttEd stratagems for power. On through the Ioggias, Los Angeles Times e-mail newsletter, delivered every Thursday
7 L ., Vaults and galleries where a succession of pontiffs surrounded
) - 5
Centrgl & South . =8 themselves with regal splendor.
America - .
Europe Bl Click to Enlarge While often engaged in most unholy and ruthless power- @Emedam
Asia mongering, they nevertheless used their great wealth to bring art .
Middle East . and literature to this temple that for centuries was an extravagant OFiight OHotel Ocar
. Related Stories : Q Packages Q Cruise Q Activities
Australia & South private palace. g
ustraiia & sou = Night tours of the Vatican, Departing from: Going to:
Pacific St. Peter's & Sistine And on new, exclusive night tours of the Vatican, there is akind of | [Tos angeles, ca ] | ]
Family & Kids Chapel luminous silence, something sacred in these polished, empty Depart Return:
Budget Travel = Southern Italy's Adriatic  rooms that are still full of beauty. You can almost hear the long- | 31232010 | [12Am | 3252010 | [azam ]
Outdoors boot, Puglia ago whispered scheming in the inlaid corridors, the flurry of a cloak

fleeing around a corner.

Undisturbed, those images of Western
civilization seem to glow and breathe
of their own accord.

. During the day, of course, itis a

i1 different matter: You can lose sight of
the treasures of the Vatican because
after you have queued outside for up
to two hours in sweltering heat or
freezing cold, you must shuffle through
with thousands of other sweating,
shivering and aggravated visitors. It
can be a little difficult to concentrate on
the tremendous Raphael frescoes
when someone has just fainted (not to
be recommended on marble floors).
The baser side of your nature can
emerge fairly sharpish when you are jostled out of seeing something such as Raphael's "School
of Athens" or the Botticellis that were high on your list of the 10 things to do before you die.
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"The ambulances are going in and out all day," says guide Brenda Bohen. "I have seen it all.
Usually you literally cannot move at all, there are so many people jammed in like sardines. |
once took a group of 73 senior citizens through, and not one of them made it to the end: They all
took ill, mostly panic attacks. People are losing their lives to see it."

"It," of course, is the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, the prize at the end of all the shuffling and
swearing through the other galleries full of the frescoes telling the prescribed stories that were
the Vatican's equivalent of a media system, its own glorious version of spin.

Michelangelo, the unwashed, socially inadequate sculptor from Florence, never took off his
boots, even to sleep, and was forced into a commission he did not want by Julius I, one of the
more ruthlessly military popes. The artist, who was new to painting frescoes, violently guarded
his creation and fought constantly with his patron. He emerged after four years, having created
arguably the greatest masterpiece of all time by a single artist.

When the cardinals meet to elect the next pope, itis here in the presence of great art that they
do it. And itis from this roof that the white smoke is sent to signify agreement on a new pope.
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Although officially closed at night, the Vatican is allowing exclusive tours for small groups.
They're run by Helen Donegan, an Irishwoman who has lived in Italy for 30 years. She has
forged strong links with the Vatican and persuaded the authorities to allow her to take in people,
after hours, who don't like crowds. These tours are for those who want to see the chapel as it
was meant to be seen: as a place for contemplation and prayer, the whole spiritual experience,
preferably lying down so you can fully savor the view of the tremendous goings-on up on the
ceiling.

The tour lasts three hours, taking in the Vatican Museums and the Sistine Chapel. The maximum
group size is 20, with one guide for every 10 visitors. Donnegan can also assist with reasonably
priced hotel accommodations in Rome.

Going to the chapel with very few people is really something: You can see. And you do have to
wonder what was going on in Michelangelo's brain with all that manic writhing in the story of
creation and, on the end wall, the damning Last Judgment.

The really tremendous achievement is the medium of fresco. A small section of the surface was
plastered and quickly painted over while still wet, so the color penetrated permanently. Once it
was dry it was solid and could not be revised or corrected.

In other words, Michelangelo had to do each bit quickly, and he had only one go at it. No
wonder he never took his boots off.

The Sistine Chapel, painted between 1508 and 1512, had become covered in nearly 500 years
of Roman grime.

In 1980, the Vatican began a controversial cleaning and restoration project that cost millions of
dollars and took 12 painstaking years.

When it was finished, the extraordinary vibrancy of Michelangelo's original colors was revealed,
along with the extravagant passion of his work. There were many who felt the cleaning ruined the
frescoes; the debate continues.
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